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March 29 

Maundy Thursday 
 

March 30 
Good Friday ð Office Closed 

 
April 1 

Easter Sunday 
 

April 2 
Office Closed 

 
April 4 

Community Meal 
 

April 7-8 
Womenôs Retreat 

 
April 17 

New Member Dinner 
 

April 29 
New Members received 

March 25, Palm Sunday 

 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

Palm Procession & Cantata 

 March 29, Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pmðWorship  

with First Communion 

March 30, Good Friday 
7:00 pmðWorship 

March 31 

No worship scheduled 

April 1 

Resurrection of Our Lord 

7:00 amðSunrise Worship 
8:30 amðFestival Worship 
10:45 amðFestival Worship 

Saturday, May 5 at 5:00 pm 
 

St. James has been given the 
opportunity to host a concert by 
Chicago Bronze, a seven-octave 
handbell choir.  Chicago Bronze plays 
a challenging and engaging program 
of sacred and secular handbell music. 
The concert is at 5:00 pm and is free 
and open to members and friends of 

St. James and the greater Verona community. We hope you can join us on May 5! 
 
Please note: We will not have our weekly 5:00 pm worship service on this date. Worship 
services will be held Sunday, May 6, at 8:30 and 10:45, as regularly scheduled.  

 

Tuesday, April 17th at 6:00 pm 
 
There will be a New Member Dinner Held on Tuesday, April 17th.  Anyone 
considering membership at St. James is encouraged to come and find out more about 
our ministries at St. James.  Adults and children are both welcome.  Please RSVP to 
Emily at office@stjamesverona.org or call the church office (608) 845-6922.  New 
members will be received on Sunday, April 29th at the 8:30 am worship service. 



ST. JAMES EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 Phone: 608.845.6922          www.stjamesverona.org          Fax: 608.845.6903   

  
  WORSHIP 
Saturday - 5:00 pm   Å   Sunday - 8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ð 8 am to 4 pm 

    Wednesday  ð  8 am to 12 noon   

STAFF 
 Kurt Billings, Pastor    Cell: 235-8122 
 Peter Narum, Pastor Cell: 469-9625 
 Michelle Lichty Parish Administrator 
 Emily Jeremiason Office Assistant 
 Barb Roberts Office Assistant 
  Holly Parker Director of Parish Education Ministries 
 Paulette Spoon Adult Choir & Handbell Choir 
  Susan Bubolz Youth Choir Director 
 Rhonda Chalone,  
 Alex Ford & Jim Erickson Accompanists 
 Barb Rasmussen, R.N. Parish Nurse/Visitation Coord. 
  Heather Pearl Director, St. James Preschool 
  Lynn Hauski,  Holly Parker,              

  Lori Rudy & Stacy Zimmerman St. James Preschool 

BOARD OF MINISTRY  

 

Karen Breitnauer, President  848-8297 

Elise Taft, Vice-President   437-7954 

Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer  438-6424 

Sue Martin-Zernicke, Secretary  246-2025 

Dennis Beres    845-9305 

Jeff Duesterbeck    381-9567  

Jim Rognstad    497-1132 

Jill Sommers    845-2693 

John Walker     845-8732 

FROM THE PASTOR... 
In the March 28, 2018 issue of The 
Christian Century, Craig Barnes, in a 
reflection called ñPreacher as 
Listener,ò imagines what a preacher 
might see before a sermon: 
 
In the third pew on the right sits a 
newlywed couple, back in church for the 
first time since their wedding. They canôt 
keep their hands off each other. At the 
other end of that same pew is a new 
widow whoôs back in the church for the 
first time since her husbandôs funeral. 
 
A few rows back on the same side of the 
sanctuary is a family that is coming apart 
at the seams. The husband is angry that 
his wife wants to take a promotion that 
means moving the family. Sheôs angry that 
heôs holding her back. Theyôre both angry 
that they canôt get their teenage son to 
talk to them. The teenager, sporting a 
shock of purple in his hair, slumps in the 
pew to make it clear thatôs he angry about 
being dragged to church. 
 

Behind them, a young father cradles the 
baby girl the pastor baptized a few weeks 
ago. He tells himself sheôll never grow up 
to have purple hair. Two pews behind 
them is an older couple whose daughter is 
a wildly successful attorney in New York. 
She never talks to them. 
           
Across the aisle, two-thirds of the way 
back, sits a well-dressed gentleman who 
will leave the worship service to go to the 
Alzheimerôs unit of a nearby nursing home 
to visit his wife. A couple of pews in front 
of him is a middle-aged couple who want 
the pastor to fire the youth director. And 
sitting just ahead of them is a single 
mother with a son in the army whoôs 
hoping something will be said about those 
who put their lives in harmôs way. 
 
Though this may not be St. James last 
Saturday or Sunday, itôs not far off. 
We are a collection of stories, of lives 
lived in the midst of contentment, 
anger, disappointment, joy, delight, 
sadness and hope. We come from 

different places (geographically, 
chronolog ica l ly ,  emot ional ly , 
cognitively, etc.) ð and, no matter 
who we are, what weôre thinking or 
feeling, we are together. 
 
Have you ever thought of St. James, 
or any congregation for that matter, 
as a ñgathering of conversations,ò in 
addition to being a ñgathering of 
saved sinnersò? You see, as a pastor 
looks out on the congregation before 
a sermon, her or his awareness of 
those sitting in the pews come 
through many, many conversations ð 
at the grocery store, in the hospital, at 
the gravesite, over coffee or a beer, in 
a meeting, over the phone. 
 
I like to talk, maybe too much. But 
more important in my call as a pastor 
is to listen. It is a far better expression 
of care, concernélove, this giving of 
time and attention and focus. 
 

 Continued on p. 3 



é From the Pastor Continued 
 
Have you ever said to someone, ñYouôre not listening to me!ò Of course you have ð maybe to the person sitting next to you 
right now as you read this. Have you ever said to someone, ñYouôre not hearing what Iôm said!ò (even though theyôre 
listening). Of course. To be ignored, neglected, not heard, can be devastating. 
 
So think of every conversation you have as holy. To listen, put down what youôre reading, turn the TV or smartphone off, 
and give yourself to the other or others in your midst. 
 

Easter begins, yes, with Jesus rising from the dead. But the Easter story really begins with conversations: with those who 
find themselves dejected, confused, afraid, sad. But with each, there is a new birth ð the risen Jesus speaks words of peace, 
joy, hope, life! The risen Jesus meets us still ð he is the One who not only speaks to us but who listens as well ð who hears 
our cries and listens to our prayers. Why? Because He loves us. 
 
Happy Easter. Happy listening. 
 
Pastor Peter 

Circle  Spotlight: Mary Circle 

We continue our series on information about the 
Womenôs Circles with a focus this month on Mary Circle. 
Mary Circle meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm. Members of Mary Circle volunteer on 
an annual basis to host a meeting at their home. Their 
meetings focus on a discussion topic or Bible study led by 
one of the members.  Again, members volunteer to lead 
these discussions. Monthly meetings also include time for 
fellowship, planning for service projects and prayer. In 
addition to their monthly meetings, Mary Circle focusses 
on the following service projects: school kits for Lutheran 
World Relief, hosting Sunday morning coffee, helping with 
the annual luncheon and bake sale and leading the 
Christmas Bags for the Badger Prairie Needs Network 
project. The Circle hosts a spring fund raiser around 
Motherôs Day. The proceeds from this sale are donated to 
DAIS (Domestic Abuse Intervention Services). New this 
year for Mary Circle ï preparing a meal for 90 adults and 
children participating in the UW Madison Odyssey Project. 
The Circle prepared this meal as part of their Christmas 
outreach. Participating in Mary Circle offers a monthly 
opportunity for study and to join in fellowship and service 
with other women of St. James.  New members are always 
welcome. The current chair of Mary Circle is Candy Feldt.  
If you would be interested in joining Mary Circle or getting 
more information, please contact Candy  at feldtc@tds.net. 

 

WOMEN OF ST. JAMES 
St. James Womenôs Retreat 

The Saint James Womenôs Retreat will be held April 7-8, 
2018 at Holy Wisdom Monastery in Middleton, WI.  
There are 20 women and leaders signed up to participate. 

Women of the ELCA East/West Conference 

Spring Gathering Event  

The Conference will be held April 14, 2018 at Lake Edge 
Lutheran Church, 4032 Monona Drive, Madison, WI.  
Registration with light refreshments begins at 8:30 am and 
the morning program will start at 9:00 am. There is not a 
cost to register and attend the conference. There will be a 
presentation on the Transition Education Program in the 
Madison School District by Amy Noble. Amy is a school 
social worker in the Transition Education Program and 
works with students who experience Homelessness. A 
second presentation will be given by Hildy McGown from 
Advent Lutheran Church. Hildy will give a short 
presentation on the Lutheran World Relief quilts and kits 
including numbers made as where some of these quilts go 
in the world. An informational registration flyer is at the 
Welcome Center.  

Upcoming Meeting 

The next meeting of the St. James Womenôs Board is April 
15 at 4:00 pm at St. James.  If there are questions or 
suggestion for programming for Women at St. James that 
you would like to see addressed by our Board, please 
contact Bobbie Wang at bwang799@gmail.com. 



TREASURERôS REPORT 
Treasurerôs Report for the period ending February, 2018 

Respectfully Submitted by Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer 

 

General Fund 
 

The 2018 General Fund Budget approved by the Congregation at the semi-annual meeting on February 4, 2018 totals 
$560,357, which represents a 5.9% increase from 2017 receipts and a 1% increase from the 2017 Budget.  For the 2018 
Budget, $537,000 of the income budget is from Operating Envelopes and/or those contributions received through 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 

YTD Receipts  Actual  Budget  Prior Year (P/Y)  
Offering Envelopes $ 63,613 $76,000  $69,835 
Other Receipts  $   2,928 $  3,060  $  2,420 
Total   $ 66,541 $79,060  $72,255   
 

   Increase (Decrease) from Budget Increase (Decrease) from P/Y 
YTD Receipts  Dollars  Percent  Dollars  Percent 
Offering Envelopes ($12,387) (16.3%)  ($  6,222)           (8.9%)  
Other Receipts              ($     132)    $      508 
Total   ($12,519) (15.8%)  ($  5,714) (7.9%) 
 
February, 2018 Attendance:  1,431   February, 2017 Attendance:          1,251 
YTD February, 2018 Attendance:         2,528  YTD February, 2017 Attendance:         2,359 

 
The following graph shows the Operating Envelope Receipts/EFT for 2018 in comparison to the Budget and the Prior 
Year: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please prayerfully consider an increase to your General Fund giving this month so that our fiscal goals are achieved and 
our ministry programs are maintained. 
 



Building Fund 
 

Pledges as of June 30, 2017 total $1,465,000 towards the Capital Campaign goal of $1,500,000.  The estimated project cost 
is $3.5 million with up to $2.1 million to be financed as long-term debt.  When construction is finished as planned in mid 
2018, the debt reduction phase of the Capital Campaign will start in order to significantly pay down on the mortgage 
within the first three to five years after construction is completed.   
 
The following shows the Capital Campaign results as of February 28, 
2018: 
 
Goal   $1,500,000 
Pledges   $1,465,000 
Received to Date    $1,324,330 
 
Building Fund Balance, December 31, 2017: $355,112 
Plus:  2018 Contributions                   18,449 
Plus:  2018 Interest Income              88 
Less:  2018 Construction Costs Paid      (32,020) 
Less:  2018 Interest Expense - Cons. Loan                 13,709) 
Building Fund Cash Balance, Feb 28, 2018:  $327,920 
 
Thank you for your financial support of both the St. James General 
Fund and the Building Fund. 

The St. James Directories are now available; you may pick up a copy at the Welcome Center.   

 
Learn a whole new way of working with your body when you take this Introduction to SvaroopaÈ Yoga. 
You will learn how to set up blankets and blocks for support in Yogaôs Relaxation Pose.  You will 
experience poses and understand why you are doing them. The teacher will meet you where you are, 
customizing the pose to your needs. There is still time to sign up for Session II. 
 
            Session II: Three Sundays: April 8,15, & 22 @ 1:00 pm ð 2:30 pm.  Cost is $45.00. 
                                 

Thursday, March 29, 6:00 pm ð 7:30 pm will be the beginning of an ongoing Basics Yoga Class for those who want to 
continue with yoga. In this class you will learn Foundational Poses---the reliable core opening poses that provide the 
foundation of SvaroopaÈ yoga practice. 
 
To sign up or if you have questions, contact Judy: 608-514-4854 or email judydettwiler@gmail.com. 



Cnlhmf Uoº 
 

March 25thðPalm Sunday Fun Day! 

 
In place of regular Sunday School, children and families can enjoy an egg hunt, games, crafts and refreshments.  This will 
take place during both 8:30 am and 9:40 am times.  Parents may bring their children down while they attend the worship 
service or the Palm Sunday Breakfast upstairs...or stay and join in the fun! 

 April 2018 3year olds-4th grade 5th & 6th grade 

April 1st No Sunday SchoolðHappy Easter! No Sunday SchoolðHappy Easter! 

April 8th 
Serve and Follow, seed planting for  

Giving Garden 
Solomonôs Temple, seed planting for  

Giving Garden 

April 15th  The Great Commission Kingdoms 
April 22nd The Good Shepherd Prophets 
April 29th Philip and the Ethiopian Babylon 

ALL THINGS YOUTH & FAMILY 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School!   
 
The four day adventure will run from August 6th-9th, from 9:00 amð12:00 pm.   
The evening of the 9th there will be a performance by the children and a dinner as 
well.  Registration is now live at www.myvbs.org/stjameslutheranchurch. 
 
All adults and students that are in 4th grade and above are encouraged to consider 
volunteering to help with VBS!   
 
Contact Holly for more information: hparker@stjamerverona.org. 

 
Robyn Koehler is excited to join the Youth Ministry team at St. James with a passion for 
seeing young people become leaders in their church and world! Robynôs youth ministry 
experience comes from her work in youth and family ministry at Immanuel Lutheran in St. 
Paul, MN, and most recently from running a summer Lutheran camp with her husband Ben 
in Spring Valley, MN.  She is already impressed with the youth (and their parents) of St. James 
and is looking forward to building relationships and making memories together. Excited to be 
closer to family, and back in the great state of Wisconsin, Robyn and Ben have already felt the 
welcoming spirit of St. James. They are also expecting their first baby due April 4th and look 
forward to showing new baby off when Robyn returns after a break to be home and adjust to 
their new life as a family of three. 



ALL THINGS YOUTH & FAMILY 

Fourth through Eighth Grade 
Youth Group meets the third 
Wednesday of each month from 
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm for a meal, 
games, crafts and other fun 
activities!  Contact Cindi Stampfli 
at cindistampfli@gmail.com for 
more information.  

First Communion Classes 
 
A large and enthusiastic group 
of 3rd graders practice 
receiving Holy Communion 
with Pastor Kurt.  First 
Communion will take place on 
Thursday, March 28th at 7:00 
pm (during the Maundy 
Thursday worship service.) 

Spring Break Food Drive 

Sunday School kids collected, sorted and prepared over 30 bags of food!  The bags will help brighten spring break for 
Verona Area School District families in need.  Thank you for your kind and generous donations! 

5th and 6th graders from Ms. Amy, Angie and Adeliaôs class 
on a journey to the Promised Land! 


