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The next Community Meal is on Wednesday, June 6, 2018. The  Dinner will be 
served at 6:00 pm and the menu is a Burger bar with all the toppings & French 
Fries.  Dessert, milk, coffee and lemonade will also be served.  All are welcome to 
come!  Bring a friend and/or a neighbor!  

St. James 
Community  

Meal 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School!   
 
The four day adventure will run from August 6th-9th, from 9:00 amð12:00 pm.   
The evening of the 9th there will be a performance by the children and a dinner as 
well.  Registration is now live at www.myvbs.org/stjameslutheranchurch. 
 
All adults and students that are in 4th grade and above are encouraged to consider 
volunteering to help with VBS!   
 
Contact Holly for more information: hparker@stjamerverona.org. 
 
 

         Volunteers needed for VBS! Enrollment is growing quickly  

         and we are in need of more volunteers!  
 
There are many fun ways to help including: crew leaders and helpers, leaders and helpers for stations (Imagination Station, 
KidVid Cinema, Tropical Treats, Ship Rec Games, Bible Discovery) and more! Contact Holly Parker at 
hparker@stjamesverona.org or 845-6922 if youôre interested or would like to learn more! 

 

We are now entering the final phase of our Building Toward Godôs Tomorrow project.  Starting 
the week of June 11th, the former Pre-School house will be taken down. Then, once the house is 
taken down, a playground for the Pre-School will be constructed in its place.   Then, thanks to 
two $100,000 gifts given by members of St. James, we will be able to address the parking lot.  This 
will involve a total reconstruction of the existing parking lot space as well as re-grading the area to 

allow for proper water runoff and retention. In addition, lighting in the parking lot will be significantly improved.  Finally, 
once all this is done, landscaping will begin.  We hope to have the work completed by the first week of July.  Once again, 
thanks to all who have so generously supported this project.  Together, we are Building Toward Godôs Tomorrow. 
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  SUMMER WORSHIP 
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  Susan Bubolz Youth Choir Director 
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  Heather Pearl Director, St. James Preschool 
  Lynn Hauski,  Holly Parker,              

  Lori Rudy & Stacy Zimmerman St. James Preschool 
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Karen Breitnauer, President  848-8297 

Elise Taft, Vice-President   437-7954 

Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer  438-6424 

Sue Martin-Zernicke, Secretary  246-2025 

Dennis Beres    845-9305 

Jeff Duesterbeck    381-9567  

Jim Rognstad    497-1132 

Jill Sommers    845-2693 

John Walker     845-8732 

Let Us Sing Together! 
 
Regarding the small wedding the 
recently took place in London, I was 
most interested in the sermon. A 
close second, however, was what 
choral music was offered. That 
reminded me of what Hans Christian 
Anderson once wrote, ñWhere words 
fail, music speaks.ò On this occasion, 
there were few if any failed words, 
and the music spoke volumes. 
 
My first choir director was my mother 
ð a church choir in early grade 
school, and she also directed our high 
school church choir. I still contend, 
to her, that at the time we may have 
been one of the few high school 
church choirs who were singing 
Dietrich Buxtehudeôs ñYe Are Not of 
the Flesh.ò It wasnôt a popular hit in 
1978. 
 
But I digress. 

Following the sermon at Harry & 
Meghanôs wedding, ñStand by Meò 
was beautifully sung by the Kingdom 
Choir. Preceding the sermon, 
Thomas Tallisô ñIf Ye Love Meò was 
serenely sung by the Choir of St. 
Georgeôs Chapel. (Another 
digression: I am not a fan of these 
boy/men choirs, in part because they 
originated from a time when women 
were not allowed to lead in worship, 
whether speaking or singing.) 
 
While these two songs seem to come 
from different traditions and times, 
they clearly complemented one 
another. Even their titles worked well 
together: ñIf ye love me, stand by me.ò 
 
Whatever your musical tastes ð 
country, jazz, rock ôn roll, pop, hip-
hop, folk, classical ð music is a gift 
that fills our souls. Music is that gift 
that inspires, transcends, and 
empowers. Think of the movements 

of struggle and protest throughout 
history, and you will often find them 
singing. 
 
When people live in sorrow or grief, 
or in times of joy and delight, when 
we are stressed and confused, we 
often turn to music, to singing. 
 
When Moses crossed the Red Sea, he 
said ñI will sing to the Lord, for he 
has triumphed gloriously.ò The Judge 
Deborah proclaimed, ñHear, O kings; 
give ear, O princes; to the Lord I will 
sing, I will make melody to the Lord, 
the God of Israel.ò The Psalmist cries, 
ñlet all who take refuge in you rejoice; 
let them ever sing for joy.ò (There are 
70 references to singing in the Psalms, 
far too many to include here!) Paul 
writes to the church in Colossae, ñLet 
the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

FROM THE PASTOR 



hymns, and spiritual songs to God.ò 
 
You get the picture, and you get why we enter and leave worship with singing, and why we often sing the Psalms, delight in 
our choirs blessing us with their singing, and sing together in times of sorrow and times of joy. Godôs people are a singing 
people ð whatever the genre, whatever the talent, we gather to sing ð to give thanks and praise to God. 
 
ðPastor Peter Narum 

 

April 29, 2018 
 

 

 

On Sunday, April 29th, we gave thanks for the financial support of St. Jamesô Building Toward Godôs Tomorrow building 
project.   

The St. James Stewardship Committee communicated that, ñthrough your generous donations we are aable to continue to 
expand our mission ofreceiving, growing and giving the love of Jesus.ò  And so we celebrated with a Gratitude Sunday 
Sundae Celebration.  Enjoy the photos of young and old here an on page 5.   Who doesnôt like an ice cream sundae on 
Sunday!  Thank you! 



TREASURERôS REPORT 

Treasurerôs Report for April 2018 

Respectfully Submitted by Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer 
 

General Fund 
 
The 2018 General Fund Budget approved by the Congregation at the semi-annual meeting on February 4, 2018 totals 
$560,357, which represents a 5.9% increase from 2017 receipts and a 1% increase from the 2017 Budget.  For the 2018 
Budget, $537,000 of the income budget is from Operating Envelopes and/or those contributions received through 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 
 
YTD Receipts  Actual  Budget  Prior Year (P/Y)  
Offering Envelopes $ 151,194 $166,000 $154,470 
Other Receipts  $     9,404 $    8,369  $    6,201 
Total   $ 160,598 $174,369 $160,671   
 
   Increase (Decrease) from Budget Increase (Decrease) from P/Y 
YTD Receipts  Dollars  Percent  Dollars  Percent 
Offering Envelopes ($14,806) (8.9%)  ($  3,276)            (2.1%)  
Other Receipts                $   1,035   $   3,203 
Total   ($13,771) (7.9%)  ($       73) (0.0%) 
 
April 2018 Attendance:          1,808    YTD April 2018 Attendance:     6,145 
April 2017 Attendance:        2,244   YTD April 2017 Attendance:    6,008 
 
The following graph shows the Operating Envelope Receipts/EFT for 2018 in comparison to the Budget and the Prior 
Year: 

Please prayerfully consider an increase to your General Fund giving this month  
so that our fiscal goals are achieved and our ministry programs are maintained. 



Building Fund 
 

Pledges as of June 30, 2017 total $1,465,000 towards the Capital Campaign goal of $1,500,000.  The estimated project 
cost is $3.5 million with up to $2.1 million to be financed as long-term debt.  When construction is finished as planned in 
mid 2018, the debt reduction phase of the Capital Campaign will start in order to significantly pay down on the mortgage 
within the first three to five years after construction is completed.   

The following shows the Capital Campaign results as of April 30, 2018: 

 
Goal   $1,500,000 
Pledges   $1,465,000 
Received to Date    $1,345,093 
 
 
Building Fund Balance, December 31, 2017:   $355,112 
Plus:  2018 Contributions                     39,212 
Plus:  2018 Interest Income             136 
Less:  2018 Construction Costs Paid    (224,354) 
Less:  2018 Interest Expense - Cons. Loan                (30,886) 
Building Fund Balance as of April 30, 2018:  $139,220 
 
Thank you for your financial support of both the St. James General 
Fund and the Building Fund. 

 

Thank you to the members of St. James for your Generosity 


