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March 5 
Menôs Group 

 
March 7 

Prayer Shawl Workshop 
@ Sowôs Ear 

Community Meal 
 

March 11 
First Communion Class 

Chili Cook-Off 
Beginning of Daylight Savings  

 
March 24 

First Communion Bread 
Making 

 
March 25 
Palm Sunday 

Cantata 
Palm Sunday Brunch 

 
April 1 

Easter Sunday 

 

March 25, Palm Sunday 
8:30 am & 10:45 am 

Palm Procession & Cantata 

 March 29, Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pmðWorship  
(First Communion) 

March 30, Good Friday 
7:00 pmðWorship 

March 31 
No worship scheduled 

April 1 
Resurrection of Our Lord 

7:00 amðSunrise Worship 
8:30 amðFestival Worship 
10:45 amðFestival Worship 

 

Cantata: We Remember Calvaryð8:30 am and 10:45 am 
 

The Passion narrative is the central focus of Holy 
Week. On Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday), March 25, 
we begin Holy Week by telling the Passion story in 
music and word. The cantata, We Remember Calvary, by 
Joel Raney, uses both traditional and contemporary 
hymns, as well as scripture readings and narration, to 
paint a vivid and moving picture of Christôs last days 
on earth and his journey to the cross. 
 
We hope that you can join us on March 25. 
 

Palm Sunday Breakfast ï March 25 
 

Please join us for a church breakfast on Palm Sunday, March 25, between services from 
9:30 am ï 10:30 a.m. The breakfast will be served in our new upper level fellowship hall. 
The breakfast will include egg bakes, sausages, pastries, fruit and beverages. All are 
welcome! A free will offering will be received. 
 
We appreciate donations of pastries/breads, and juice or milk, as well as volunteers to help 
serve or clean up. Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex during the coming weeks. 



ST. JAMES EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 Phone: 608.845.6922          www.stjamesverona.org          Fax: 608.845.6903   

  
  WORSHIP 
Saturday - 5:00 pm   Å   Sunday - 8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ð 8 am to 4 pm 

    Wednesday  ð  8 am to 12 noon   

STAFF 
 Kurt Billings, Pastor    Cell: 235-8122 
 Peter Narum, Pastor Cell: 469-9625 
 Michelle Lichty Parish Administrator 
 Emily Jeremiason Office Assistant 
 Barb Roberts Office Assistant 
  Holly Parker Director of Parish Education Ministries 
 Paulette Spoon Adult Choir & Handbell Choir 
  Susan Bubolz Youth Choir Director 
 Rhonda Chalone,  
 Alex Ford & Jim Erickson Accompanists 
 Barb Rasmussen, R.N. Parish Nurse/Visitation Coord. 
  Heather Pearl Director, St. James Preschool 
  Lynn Hauski,  Holly Parker,              

  Lori Rudy & Stacy Zimmerman St. James Preschool 

BOARD OF MINISTRY  

 

Karen Breitnauer, President  848-8297 

Elise Taft, Vice-President   437-7954 

Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer  438-6424 

Sue Martin-Zernicke, Secretary  246-2025 

Dennis Beres    845-9305 

Jeff Duesterbeck    381-9567  

Jim Rognstad    497-1132 

Jill Sommers    845-2693 

John Walker     845-8732 

FROM THE TREASURER 

 

Pledges as of June 30, 2017 total $1,465,000 towards the Capital Campaign goal of $1,500,000.  The estimated project cost 
is $3.5 million with up to $2.1 million to be financed as long-term debt.  When construction is finished as planned in mid 
2018, the debt reduction phase of the Capital Campaign will start in order to significantly pay down on the mortgage 
within the first three to five years after construction is completed.   
 
The following shows the Capital Campaign results as of  
January 31, 2018: 
 
Goal   $1,500,000 
Pledges   $1,465,000 
Received to Date    $1,310,296 
 
 
Building Fund Balance, December 31, 2017: $355,112 
Plus:  2018 Contributions         4,415 
Plus:  2018 Interest Income              46 
Less:  2018 Construction Costs Paid     (18,002) 
Less:  2018 Interest Expense - Cons. Loan                 (5,991) 
Building Fund Cash Balance, January 31, 2018: $335,580 
 
Thank you for your financial support of both the St. James 
General Fund and the Building Fund. 



TREASURERôS REPORT 
Treasurerôs Report for the period ending January, 2018 

Respectfully Submitted by Mark Krebsbach, Board Appointed Treasurer 

 

General Fund 
 

The 2018 General Fund Budget approved by the Congregation at the semi-annual meeting on February 4, 2018 totals 
$560,357, which represents a 5.9% increase from 2017 receipts and a 1% increase from the 2017 Budget.  For the 2018 
Budget, $537,000 of the income budget is from Operating Envelopes and/or those contributions received through 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 
 
Note:  There were 4 Sundays in January 2018 and 5 Sundays in January 2017. 
 
YTD Receipts  Actual  Budget  Prior Year (P/Y)  
Offering Envelopes $  31,129 $38,000  $34,759 
Other Receipts  $    1,308 $  1,530  $  1,236 
Total   $  32,437 $39,530  $35,995   
 
   Increase (Decrease) from Budget Increase (Decrease) from P/Y 
YTD Receipts  Dollars  Percent   Dollars  Percent 
Offering Envelopes ($6,871) (18.1%)   ($  3,630)            (10.4%)  
Other Receipts   $  (222)    $         72 
Total   ($7,093) (17.9%)   ($  3,558) (   9.9%) 
 
January, 2018 Attendance:        1,097  January, 2017 Attendance:        1,251 
YTD January, 2018 Attendance:       1,097 YTD January, 2017 Attendance:       1,251 
 
The following graph shows the Operating Envelope Receipts/EFT for 2018 in comparison to the Budget and the Prior 
Year: 
 

 

 
 

Please prayerfully consider an increase to your General Fund giving this month so that our fiscal goals are achieved and 
our ministry programs are maintained. 



 
Alright St. James friends, time to get out your calendar and please save the 
date of Sunday, March 11th, after the second service, for the (let me count 
my 1st place trophies), 4th Annual St. James Chili Cook-off. An event so big 
we had to build a new addition onto the church to support it.  What is the 
Chili Cook-off you are asking?  Well it is 15 contestants entering their best 
crock pot of chili, while other people come in and sample it, have a bowl of 
other chili and all the fixings, as well as having a great time, making new 
friends and having fun conversations.  With all the proceeds this year going 
back to St. James to buy new kitchen utensils and equipment.   

The event will still be $5 per person, families of four or more is $20.  You will get a bowl of chili, beverage, corn bread, 
dessert, and be able to sample each of the contenders and vote for your favorite.  We will have all new prizes for the top 
three winners! 

How can you get involved?  Sign up to be a contestant, or to volunteer, or to donate a dessert or corn bread.  Sign up 
sheets are at the Welcome Center  

So I invite you to enter, volunteer or come out and enjoy the afternoon, while having some amazing chili.   

Feel free to reach out to me with any questions.   

Rob Frederick (855-8661 or rdrckr@chorus.net) 

 

Learn a whole new way of working with your body when you take this Introductory to Svaroopa Yoga Class.  You will learn 
how to be supported in Yogaôs Relaxation Pose.  You will experience poses and understand why you are doing them.  As a 
teacher, I will meet you where you are, customizing the pose to your needs. 

A Three Class Session is being offered by Judy Dettwiler, Certified Svaroopa Yoga Teacher at St. James, 
in the new activity room.  Cost per session is $45. 

Session One: Three Thursdays - March 1, 8, 15 - 6:00 pmð7:30 pm 

Session Two: Three Sundays - April 8, 15, 22 - 1:00 pmð2:30 pm 
To sign up or if you have questions, contact Judy: (608) 514-4854 or judydettwiler@gmail.com. 

Hanging by A Thread: The Questions of the Cross 
 

ñThere was a time when the cross was an answer. For the early Church the cross explained why there 
needed to be a Church at allé Today the cross is no longer an answer. Today the cross is a question. It is a 
question about God, about existence and about us.ò  So writes Samuel Wells in his new book Hanging by 
a Thread.  The focus of our Lenten journey this year will be to explore those questions in more 
depth.  What do we do when we feel like we are hanging by a thread, and what does God and the cross 
have to say to us?  Join us as we explore questions of life, trust, purpose, power and love.   

Once again, Lenten Worship will be on Wednesdays at Noon and 7:00 pm. 

Wednesday, February 28th: Life  Wednesday, March 7th: Power 

Wednesday, March 14th: Purpose  Wednesday, March 21st: Love 

mailto:rdrckr@chorus.net


WAYS TO SERVE 

 
 
Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care is seeking volunteers locally to support its nonprofit mission by working directly with 
hospice patients, or helping in roles that do not involve patient care. Needed most urgently are volunteers to make 
companionship visits with patients, and people who can provide specialized services for patients, such as hairstyling, hand 
massages, music performances or therapy dog visits.  

 

In March, Agrace will offer orientation for new volunteers on Thursday, March 1, from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm and 
Tuesday, March 13, from 8:00 am to noon, at Agraceôs Madison campus. Before they attend orientation, prospective 
volunteers will complete an application and interview to discuss their skills and interests. Call (608) 327-7163 to register. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering regularly please contact Emily in 
the church office.  You may volunteer to read, usher, greet, host coffee, 
be a communion assistant, and assist at the Welcome Center.  Please 
specify which worship you would prefer (you may choose more than 
one).  Training is provided.  Emily may be reached at 
office@stjamesverona.org or by calling the church office. 

 

In March, Agrace will offer grief support groups at the new Agrace Grief Support Center, 2906 Marketplace Drive, 
Fitchburg.   There is no cost for these groups for people whose family member had hospice care in the past 12 months. 
Fees can be lowered or waived for others, if needed.  

Bridges Grief Support Group is for adults who are grieving a death. The group meets on Wednesdays, throughout the 
year. No pre-registration is needed. Meets on March 7 and March 21 from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and on March 14 and 
March 28 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  For more information call Jody at (608) 327-7118 or visit agrace.org/griefgroups. 

Family Grief Support Program is for families with children aged 5 to 18 who are grieving a death. It meets every other 
week, on Tuesdays, all year long, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Dinner is included. Pre-registration is required. For more 
information and March dates, call Jessie at (608) 327-7135 or go to agrace.org/griefgroups. 

 

To request one-on-one grief support, call the Agrace Grief Support Center at (608) 327-7110.  



ALL THINGS YOUTH & FAMILY 

Family Ice Skating Outing  
 
We were delighted with a wonderful turnout at Verona Ice Arena on February 4th!    



ALL THINGS YOUTH & FAMILY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cnlhmf Uoº 
 

  3year olds-4th grade 5th & 6th grade 

March 4th 

The Ten Commandments Exodus 20:1-17 Commandments Exodus 20:1-17 

March 11
th The Light of the World John 3:14-21 Promised Land Joshua 4:19-24 

March 18th Serve and Follow John 12:20-33 Judges Judges 2:11-19 

March 25th 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday Brunch  
 

Mark 11:1-11, 
14:1-15:47 

Palm Sunday Brunch    

Hands-on water play was a fun way 

for Pre-K & Kindergarten students 

to engage in the Noahôs Ark lesson. 

1st & 2nd graders make a prayer 

chain as they learn about how Jesus 

heals and answers our prayers. 

A can of sardines stimulates the 

senses as the 4th graders dive into 

the story of Jonah and the Big Fish! 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
 

Sunday School Competition Results: 
3rd Place: 3ôs, Pre-K & Kindergarteners with 19 cans 
2nd Place: 4th, 5th & 6 th Graders with 24 cans 
1st Place: 1st, 2nd & 3 rd Graders with 46 cans 
 
Grand Total: 89 cans of soup donated by Sunday School students!  
 
Through the generosity of St. James Sunday School children and 
St. James members, we collected food and monetary donations on 
February 4, for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  129 pounds of food 
(primarily soup!) and $225.90 were delivered to our local food 
pantry, which is part of BPNN (Badger Prairie Needs Network). 
Thank you for your donations and support of this service in our 
community!  


