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November 1 

7:00 pm 
 

Benefit Concert for  
Syrian Refugees  

featuring Syrian Classical 
Guitarist Ayman Jarjour. 

November 4 
All Saints Day 

 
November 4 

6:00 pm 
Hope & Healing Dinner 

 
November 7 

6:00 pm 
Community Meal 

 
November 17 

11:00 am  
Women of St. James 

Bake Sale & Luncheon 
 

November 21 
6:00 pm  

Youth Group 

November 22 
Thanksgiving 

Sunday, November 4 at 6:00 pm 
 
We will once again be holding our annual Hope 
and Healing Dinner on Sunday, November 4, 
2018, at 6:00-8:00 pm.  Those members of St. 
James who are grieving the death of a loved one 
or any other type of loss in your life are welcome.  
There will be an evening dinner and a candlelight 
service with an opportunity to experience peace, 
spiritual nourishment and fellowship. For meal 
planning purposes, reservations are requested by 

Monday, October, 29.  Please put your name and the number in your party in the sign up 
book at the welcome desk or call the church office.   

Kay & Gerald Hankins, James Hatch, Richie Whitish, Emily Lawless, Amanda Smith, 
Cedar, Robyn & Ben Koehler, Nikki & Brian Bradley, and Audrey Kunstmann.  Not 
pictured:  Cayla, Shawn, & Harlowe Casey, Jennifer & Kyle Hyland, and Jim Schaettle. 



ST. JAMES EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 Phone: 608.845.6922          www.stjamesverona.org          Fax: 608.845.6903   

  
  WORSHIP 
Saturday - 5:00 pm   Å   Sunday - 8:30 am & 10:45 am 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ð 8 am to 4 pm 

    Wednesday ð  8 am to 12 noon   

STAFF 
 Kurt Billings, Pastor    Cell: 235-8122 
 Peter Narum, Pastor Cell: 469-9625 
 Michelle Lichty Parish Administrator 
 Barb Roberts Office Assistant 
  Susan Zimmer Office Assistant 
 Holly Parker Director of Parish Education Ministries 
 Robyn Koehler Director of Youth Ministry 
 Paulette Spoon Adult Choir & Handbell Choir 
  Susan Bubolz Youth Choir Director 
 Rhonda Chalone,  
 Alex Ford & Jim Erickson Accompanists 
 Barb Rasmussen, R.N. Parish Nurse/Visitation Coord. 
  Heather Pearl Director, St. James Preschool 
  Lynn Hauski,  Holly Parker,             St. James Preschool 

  Lori Rudy Kristin Wills & Stacy Zimmerman  

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Elise Taft, President   437-7954 

Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer  438-6424 

Jeff Duesterbeck, Vice-President  381-9567 

Jill Sommers, Secretary   845-2693 

Dennis Beres    845-9305 

Desiree Canto 

Jim Ruder 

John Walker     845-8732 

On the weekend of November 3rd 
and 4th, we will once again observe 
All Saints Sunday.  Although those 
saints especially significant in the 
Churchôs memory are usually 
commemorated on the anniversary of 
their death, on All Saints Day (which 
is November 1st, but commemorated 
on the following Sunday) the Church 
commemorates a l l  deceased 
Christians, both the famous and the 
forgotten. As Bernard Bangley writes: 

Since there are many more Christian 
saints that the three hundred and sixty-five 
days of the year, this day is set aside to 
honor all of them.  Many saints have 
never had their names mentioned beyond 
a very small circle of friends. Not all 
saints are alike.   Spiritual gifts are as 
varied as the many interests and ability 
that exits in the broad spectrum of people.  

Some saints have mystical experiences; 
others do not.  Some saints stay busily at 
work in the world; other saints have 
neither the energy nor the social skills for 
that.  May saints have no idea that they 
are saints.  One saint will rediscover the 
value of tradition, while another saint will 
open new doors of innovation. Each life 
has a purpose and fits into Godôs grand 
scheme the way plants ð an oak or a 
trillium ð grow in a forest. 

So, who will you remember on All 
Saints Day?  A parent, a spouse, a 
child, a friend?  Whomever it is that 
you remember once again on this day, 
know that we surround you with our 
love and our prayers.  All Saints Day 
is not only a time to remember, it is 
also a time to be more tender and 
compassionate with one another.  All 
of us mourn the loss of someone.  For 
some, that loss is fresh and especially 
difficult. For others, the pain has 
lessened to a degree, but the memory 
endures.  What I like about the great 

hymn For All the Saints is that it 
ends with Alleluia.   It is sometimes 
hard to get there, but in the end, we 
are grateful to God for the people 
who have accompanied us on our 
journey and now from their laborôs 
rest.  Whomever it is that you 
remember this All Saints Day, may 
you find comfort, peace and in the 
end, your own Alleluia. 

ð Pastor Kurt   

FROM THE PASTOR 



Lung cancer often has no symptoms until it has spread. That is because 
there are few specialized nerves in the lungs. Remind your doctor of your 
medical history if you go in for a physical exam.  That will enable him to 
find an accurate diagnosis if you present with particular symptoms.  Some 
symptoms may include: Coughing; blood in sputum; shortness of breath; 
wheezing; pain in the chest; fatigue; pneumonia; hoarseness; difficulty 
swallowing; high pitched sound with taking a breath.  It can also cause 
symptoms far from the tumor involving the brain, bone, and liver. There 
are some encouraging updates regarding lung cancer.  They include:  the 
FDA approval of a new drug for people with stage 111 non-small cell lung 
cancer who canôt have surgery to remove their tumor; American Assoc. 
for Cancer Research found new ways to use immunotherapy to treat certain types of lung cancer cells; and finally trends 
for smoking has declined!!  The jury is still out on the effects of E-cigarettes, but NYU School of Medicine finds there is 
DNA damage in the lungs, bladder and heart, which could increase the risk of cancer and heart disease. 

The rewards of quitting are tremendous and begin immediately! Benefits can begin within 20 minutes of quitting. Quitting 
tobacco of any kind will improve your health, your finances, your self-esteem and your everyday life.  Smoking is the 
leading cause of preventable death in the United States. Most of all, quit using tobacco for the people in your life.  You 
protect those you love from being around second hand smoke. Secondhand smoke can cause eye irritation, heart disease, 
headaches, nausea and dizziness and other detrimental conditions. Quit, so you can be around longer and healthier for 
your family and friends!!!!  

Checks will be 
held on November 
11,  in the church 
office.  All are 
welcome to come! 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE...Barbara Rasmussen, RN.,CPN 

 

The next book for our book group is Being Mortal:  Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande.   

Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and infectious disease from harrowing to 
manageable. But in the inevitable condition of aging and death, the goals of medicine seem too frequently to run counter 
to the interest of the human spirit. Nursing homes, preoccupied with safety, pin patients into railed beds and wheelchairs. 
Hospitals isolate the dying, checking for vital signs long after the goals of cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to 
extending life, continue to carry out devastating procedures that in the end extend suffering. 

Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his profession's ultimate limitation, arguing that quality of life is the desired goal 
for patients and families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models for assisting the infirm and 
dependent elderly, and he explores the varieties of hospice care to demonstrate that a person's last weeks or months may be 
rich and dignified. 

Full of eye-opening research and riveting storytelling, Being Mortal asserts that medicine can comfort and enhance our 
experience even to the end, providing not only a good life but also a good  

This book is for Sale at Welcome Center for $18.  We will meet in January, the date to be determined. 



TREASURERôS REPORT 

Please prayerfully consider an increase to your General Fund giving this month  
so that our fiscal goals are achieved and our ministry programs are maintained. 

Thank you for your financial support of both the St. James General Fund and the Building Fund. 

Treasurerôs Report for September 2018 

Respectfully Submitted by Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer 

 
General Fund 
 
The 2018 General Fund Budget approved by the Congregation at the semi-annual meeting on February 4, 2018 totals 
$560,357, which represents a 5.9% increase from 2017 receipts and a 1% increase from the 2017 Budget.  For the 2018 
Budget, $537,000 of the income budget is from Operating Envelopes and/or those contributions received through 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 
 
Year to Date Receipts Actual      vs. Budget  Increase (Decrease) from Budget  
Offering Envelopes $ 333,188 $362,000 ($28,812) (8.0%) 
Other Receipts  $   17,929 $  15,268   $  2,661 
Total   $ 351,117 $377,268 ($26,151) (6.9%) 
 
Year to Date Receipts Actual      vs. Prior Year Increase (Decrease) from Prior Year   
Offering Envelopes $ 333,188 $335,244 ($  2,056) (0.6%) 
Other Receipts  $   17,929 $  15,550   $   2,379 
Total   $ 351,117 $350,794  $      323  0.1% 
 
September 2018 Attendance: 1,266   YTD Sept 2018 Attendance:      11,099  
September 2017 Attendance: 1,008   YTD Sept 2017 Attendance:     10,397  
 
  
The following graph shows the Operating Envelope Receipts/EFT for 2018 in comparison to the Budget and the Prior 
Year: 



Building Fund 

 
Original capital campaign pledges totaled $1,465,000.   As of September 30, 2018,  $101,346 of 
original pledges remain to be fulfilled.  We have received a total of $227,374 from our members 
up and above their original pledges.  Thank you to all of our members for their generous 
contributions.    
 

The following shows the capital campaign results through September 30: 
  
Original pledges       $ 1,465,000 
Original pledges yet to be funded       $  ( 101,346) 
Member pledges received over their original pledge  $     227,374 
 
Total member pledges received  `    $ 1,591,028 
Additional building funds received    $    160,314 
 
Total building fund receipts from all sources through Sept 30: $ 1,751,342 
 
Building Fund Balance, December 31, 2017:   $    355,112 
Plus:  2018 Contributions                        445,460 
Plus:  2018 Interest Income                           281 
Less:  2018 Construction Costs Paid          ( 567,662) 
Less:  2018 Interest Expense - Cons. Loan                     (   48,310) 
 
Building Fund Balance as of Sept 30, 2018:    $    184,881 

Now that our beautiful new addition is almost complete, we are 
reviving our Building and Ground ministry team.  This team helps 
determine small projects and identify maintenance issues to keep our 
building in good condition.  We will meet once a month in the 
evening on a night to be determined by the team.  Anyone interested 
in being apart of this team, please contact Michelle Lichty at 
mlichty@stjamesverona.org or Dave Engelke at 845-8578.  Our first 
meeting will take place in January 2019. 



ALL THINGS YOUTH & FAMILY 

Sunday School is off to a great start this year! We have 140 students registered, led by 30 volunteers. In October, three-year 
olds through 4th graders dove into the lessons Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:4-25), A Rich Manôs Questions (Mark 10:17-31) 
and James and John (Mark 10:35-45). 5th and 6th graders began studying about the early life of Jesus with lessons on 
Annunciation, Nativity and Herod.  

 1st & 2nd graders create their favorite animals from clay as they learn about Adam and Eve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

The Koehler family  
leads an enthusiastic prayer time  

during the weekly kickoff. 

1st & 2nd classes focused on sharing what they 
have by making ñShare Bags,ò and bringing 

them back with donations for the food pantry.  

3 year old, PreK and Kindergarten classes  
decorated rocks to keep as a reminder  

that Jesus is always with them. 



 

MOVIE & PJ DAY ï Weôre excited for our first Movie and PJ Day of the school year for all Sunday 
School students (8:30 & 9:40 classes) on October 28th!  

Our Confirmation students have been exploring Lutheran History & Catechism with lessons on Martin Luther, The 
Reformation, The Reformers, Lutheran Confessions, Adiaphora and Lutherôs Small Catechism.  Our Confirmation class 
this year is a fantastic group of 19 students led by 4 teachers.  

 

  3ôs ï 4th Grade 5th & 6th Grade Confirmation 

November 4 A Message from God 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Authority      

Luke 2:1-7 
Apostleôs Creed, Article 

1 

November 11 The Widowôs Offering 
Mark 12:38-44 

Unit Rewind Apostleôs Creed, Article 

2 

November 18 Be Ready                    

Mark 13:1-8 
Baptism       Mark 
1:9-11 

Apostleôs Creed, Article 

3 

November 25 Christ the King           John 
18:33-37 

12 Disciples 

Mark 9:33-37 
NO CONFIRMATION 

CLASS 

 

Wednesday, November 7 

 
6:00 pm   
Dinner & Family Activities 

7:00ð7:30 pm  
Family Devotions 

 
Those tasty community meals weôve come to love are about to get even better!  

Weôre adding elements for the whole family to enjoy.  
 

On the first Wednesday of the month, load up your family for dinner at St. James.  
Dinner is served at 6:00 pm, with family activities available throughout the meal.  

 
Then from 7:00 ð 7:30 pm join us for a Family Time Devotion experience. Your family will leave with full bellies and a 

feeling of connection during your busy weeks.  
 

Beginning in November, the evenings will also include  
a partnership with VAFFY (Verona Area First Five Years)  

to offer Open Gym from 5:30 ð 7:30 pm aimed at kiddos under 5 and their families.  
 

Our November menu includes Tator Tot Casserole, Apple Cranberry & Pecan salad, 
Bread, Key Lime Cups, plus milk, coffee and lemonade.  

All are welcome to come!  Bring a friend and/or a neighbor!  

St. James 
Community  

Meal 



WOMEN OF ST. JAMES 

Fall Bake Sale and Luncheon  November 17, 2018 

11:00 am ð 1:00 pm 
 

The Annual Bake Sale and Luncheon, sponsored by the Women of St. 
James, is on Saturday, November 17th from 11:00 am ï 1:00 pm.  This 
yearôs event will be held in the new upstairs space featuring homemade 
baked goods for sale in the narthex and the delicious luncheon in the 
adjoining dining hall.  Holiday bake sale items include Chloe Circle lefse, 
Mary Circle pfeffernusse, as well as pies, cakes, cookies, candy, breads and 
much more.  The luncheon menu has been updated to hot ham 

sandwiches, macaroni and cheese, along with a wide selection of fresh salads and homemade pies.  The luncheon cost is 
$8.00 for adults and $4.00 for ages 10 and under. 

We invite all members of the congregation to make one or more special treats to sell at the bake sale and/or a salad or pie 
to serve at the luncheon.  There is a signup board in the Narthex to sign up for both baked goods and luncheon food 
donations.  There is also a suggested price list for bake sale items by the signup board and please price your bake sale items.  
Please sign up!  Bake sale and luncheon items can be delivered to the upstairs 
church kitchen area on Friday, November 16th before 4:00 pm and to the 
Narthex on Saturday morning from 8:30 am until 10:30 am. 

Most importantly, come to the event!  Bring friends, relatives, and neighbors to 
attend and enjoy all the goodness!  The proceeds from the Bake Sale & 
Luncheon will help our Womenôs organizations award funds to local charities, 
fund both childrenôs Bibles and high school scholarships, support the Womenôs 
Retreat, and many other causes benefitting women and families in our 
congregation, our community, and beyond.    

The Holiday Season is fast approaching.  Once again 
WELCA, Mary Circle & Chloe Circle will be sponsoring the 
Christmas Gift Bag project.  The bags will be available at the 
Welcome Center the 1st weekend in November.  Last year 
272 gift bags were donated (great job everyone!)    Questions?  
Contact Loretta Docken or Mary Voelker.  

Members of St. James THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH ! 

This is how it works:  Each bag is labeled for the appropriate 
age with a suggested list of gift items.  You can wrap a few 
items or just put them in the bag.  Please note how big the 

bag is when doing the shopping as we would like to have items fit in bag.  Return your bags to the Welcome Center Dec 
1st or 2nd.   These Christmas bags will be delivered to the Badger Prairie Needs Network for distribution starting the 3rd 
of December. 
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