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Our current worship plan is  to transition back to three services the weekend of September 
18 & 19: 5:00 pm on Saturday, and 8:30 am & 10:45 am on Sundays with the 8:30 am 
service Livestreamed. We also plan a return of our Sunday School & Confirmation Education 
hour on Sundays at 9:30 am.  More information about those programs will be coming, but 
included inside is an outline of Youth Programming for the Fall.   

We will continue to monitor COVID-19 developments and pivot as necessary in accordance 
with guidelines set forth by the Public Health Department, the CDC, the Verona Area School 
District, our Re-Opening Task Force as well as our Staff and Congregational Council.   

We are looking to recruit more members to assist at worship on Saturdays and Sundays in the areas of reading lessons, 
ushering & greeting, and serving on the Altar Guild (the group who prepares Holy Communion for worship).  If you are 
interested in serving, please email Michelle Lichty at mlichty@stjamesverona.org or via phone 608-845-6922 ext. 232. 

AND...we continue to actively recruit a Youth Director to join our staff.  This person will work in concert with our staff 
and focus on our Middle and High School Youth Groups as well as a Summer Mission Trip or Youth Gathering.   If you 
feel called to this position or know of someone who might be, please contact any of our Pastors or Staff.    We’re hopeful 
we can find someone prior to the start of the school year.  This is a part-time position and we are open to your ideas on 
how to fill it.  We offer flexible scheduling and a great workplace environment. 

 

In-person Worship:  Saturday at  5:00 pm &  Sunday at 9:00 am  (Livestreamed on our YouTube Channel also) 

Office Hours:  Monday 9:00 am — Noon  & Thursday 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm 

Phone: 608.845.6922          www.stjamesverona.org          Fax: 608.845.6903   

Office Hours will be expanded beginning September 7:  M, T, Th 8 am  — 4 pm, W-F 9 am — Noon 

The Community Meal is Returning  

September 1, 2020 
 
 

St. James’ Community Meal Team plans, prepares and serves a free meal for 
members and members of our community on the first Wednesday of each 

month.  All are welcome, whether the need is physical or social nourishment.  The program began in 2008 when a grant 
was received to sponsor the cost of the meal and the only request was that it be done in a manner that provided for a meal 
served not using paper plates and plastic silverware, that would foster an inclusive and respectful setting.  The original 
Chairs were Kathy Bartels and Kevin King and Dave & Julie Farmer took over as Chairs in 2016 and continue to lead 
today. 

Are you interested joining in the St James Community Meal Team?  Informational meeting on August 4th. 
 

Tasks include meal prep, set up, serving and clean up.  We are a fun group looking to expand our volunteer base.  If you 
are interested, please contact Julie Farmer at big4dfan@yahoo.com.  We are meeting to plan for starting back up with our 
September 1st meal on August 4 at 6 pm; we’ll have pizza and salad and brainstorm ideas for the future.  Please RSVP so 
we can have enough food!  

St. James 
Community  

Meal 

mailto:big4dfan@yahoo.com


St. James Staff 
 Kurt Billings, Pastor    Cell: 235-8122 
 Peter Narum, Pastor Cell: 469-9625 
 Michelle Lichty Parish Administrator 
 Barb Roberts Office Assistant 
  Susan Zimmer Office Assistant 
 Grace Parker Office Assistant 
 Holly Parker Director of Parish Education Ministries 
  Paulette Spoon Adult Choir & Handbell Choir 
  Susan Bubolz Youth Choir Director 
 Rhonda Chalone,  
 Alex Ford & Jim Erickson Accompanists 
 Barb Rasmussen, R.N. Parish Nurse/Visitation Coord. 
  Heather Pearl Director, St. James Preschool 
  Holly Parker,  Lori Rudy            St. James Preschool 
  Kristin Wills & Stacy Zimmerman  

Congregational Council 
 
Elise Taft, President  608-437-7954 
Dennis Beres, Vice President 608-845-9305 
Mark Krebsbach, Treasurer 608-438-6424 
Jim Ruder, Secretary  608-212-6742 
Desiree Canto   646-599-7021 
Allison Heil   608-845-9094  
Julie Murphy   
John Walker    608-845-8732 
Susan Martin-Zernicke  608-246-2025  

Recently I started listening to the 
audiobook of John O’Donohue’s 
“Walking in Wonder” (2015). John 
O’Donohue (1956-2008) was an Irish 
priest (from 1979-2000), a “mystical 
theologian” and poet. O’Donohue is 
rarely explicitly Christian, and yet his 
words are infused with the outlook of 
the new life Christ brings. May his 
words, which point us to the deeper 
nature of the soul, the joy of wonder, 
and the fierce delight of nature, be a 
blessing to you. P.S. If you have the 
time, it’s also a treat to listen to him 
as well (I recommend clicking “Play 
Unedited”). 

— Pastor Peter 

To be human is to belong. Belonging is a 
circle that embraces everything; if we reject 
it, we damage our nature. The word 
‘belonging’ holds together the two 
fundamental aspects of life: Being and 
Longing, the longing of our Being and the 
being of our Longing. — Eternal Echoes: 
Celtic Reflections on Our Yearning 
to Belong 

On this Easter morning, let us look again 
at the lives we have been so generously 
given and let us let fall away the useless 
baggage that we carry – old pains, old 
habits, old ways of seeing and feeling – 
and let us have the courage to begin 
again. Life is very short, and we are no 
sooner here than it is time to depart again, 
and we should use to the full the time that 
we still have. We don’t realize all the good 
we can do. A kind, encouraging word or 
helping hand can bring many a person 
through dark valleys in their lives. We 
weren’t put here to make money or to 
acquire status or reputation. We were sent 
here to search for the light of Easter in our 
hearts, and when we find it we are meant 
to give it away generously. — Walking in 
Wonder: Eternal Wisdom for a 
Modern World 

If you send out goodness from yourself, or 
if you share that which is happy or good 
within you, it will all come back to you 
multiplied ten thousand times. In the 
kingdom of love there is no competition; 
there is no possessiveness or control. The 
more love you give away, the more love 
you will have. — Anam Cara: A Celtic 
Book of Wisdom 

The beauty of the true ideal is its 
hospitality towards woundedness, 
weakness, failure and fall-back. Yet so 
many people are infected with the virus of 
perfection. They cannot rest; they allow 
themselves no ease until they come close to 

the cleansed domain of perfection. This 
false notion of perfection does damage and 
puts their lives under great strain. It is a 
wonderful day in a life when one is finally 
able to stand before the long, deep mirror 
of one’s own reflection and view oneself 
with appreciation, acceptance, and 
forgiveness. On that day one breaks 
through the falsity of images and 
expectations which have blinded one’s 
spirit. One can only learn to see who one 
is when one learns to view oneself with the 
most intimate and forgiving compassion.  

― Beauty: The Invisible Embrace 

One of the most beautiful gifts in the 
world is the gift of encouragement. When 
someone encourages you, that person helps 
you over a threshold you might otherwise 
never have crossed on your own. — 
Eternal Echoes 

Old age and aging is a time of great 
gathering, a time of sifting and a time of 
reaping the rewards of forgotten and 
neglected experience. Contemporary society 
worships youth: it worships strength; it 
worships image. It has a whole ideology of 
externality and it has no refined sense of 
the subtlety of the soul, the secrecy of the 
heart. Especially, it has no sensitivity of 
these interim regions where the great 
gatherings happen in human life.  

— Walking in Wonder 

 

From the Pastor 

https://onbeing.org/programs/john-odonohue-the-inner-landscape-of-beauty-aug2017/


In this post-modern world the hunger to belong has rarely been more intense, more urgent. With many of the ancient, traditional shelters 
now in ruins, it is as if society has lost the art of fostering community. Consumerism propels us towards an ever-more lonely and isolated 
existence - although technology pretends to unite us, more often than not all it delivers are simulated images that distance us from our 
lives. — Anam Cara 

We are infinitely greater than our minds and we are infinitely more than our images of ourselves. One of the sad things today is that so 
many people are frightened by the wonder of their own presence. They are dying to tie themselves into a system, a role, or to an image, or 
to a predetermined identity that other people have actually settled on for them. This identity may be totally at variance with the wild 
energies that are rising inside in their souls. Many of us get very afraid and we eventually compromise. We settle for something that is 
safe, rather than engaging the danger and the wildness that is in our own hearts. — Walking in Wonder 

Love allows understanding to dawn, and understanding is precious. Where you are understood, you are at home. Understanding nourishes 
belonging. When you really feel understood, you feel free to release yourself into the trust and shelter of the other person’s soul. This 
recognition is described in a beautiful line from Pablo Neruda: ‘You are like nobody since I love you.’ This art of love discloses the special 
and sacred identity of the other person. Love is the only light that can truly read the secret signature of the other person’s individuality 
and soul. Love alone is literate in the world of origin; it can decipher identity and destiny. — Anam Cara 

Contact Us with your Updates, Prayers and Ideas 

 

Please contact the church when: 

 a member of your family is admitted to the hospital so that a visit can be made 

 your committee or group plans to have a meeting, or cancel a meeting, so that it can be post-
ed on our calendar 

 either your address, email, or telephone number has changed, so that the church records can 
be updated 

 a member of your family graduates and has a new address 

You can contact the church by emailing office@stjamesverona.org, or calling 608.845.6922.  
Office hours are Mondays 9:00 am - Noon, and Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm; otherwise please leave a message) 

Pastor contact a pastor when: 

 you have a prayer request 

 you would like to have a pastor visit you or meet for conversation 

 you have an idea for a new ministry or program or have a suggestion to help us further our mission 

Pastor Kurt Billings  kbillings@stjamesverona.org or 608-845-6922 ext 227 (church) or 608-235-8122 (cell) 

Thank you 

from Pat Strand 
 

Thank you for all of the cards, flowers and especially the visits from Pastor Peter as I recovered from surgery  I am thankful 
for all of my special friendships at St. James.   



Camp Fire Worship 

We enjoyed a lively, interactive and fun worship experience on a beautiful July evening! Thank you to all who attended. 
We hope to see you at our last Campfire Worship of the summer on: August 18th at 6:30pm  

  
ALL ARE WELCOME! Just bring a lawn chair and some bug spray if you’d like. We’ll provide the songs, prayers, and les-

sons for the service as well as snacks and games to enjoy after. Invite friends and neighbors to come along too!     

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Rocky Railway VBS 

 

August 2-5 from 9:00 am-12:00 noon 
 

Rocky Wrap-Up Family Celebration on August 5 from 5:30-6:30 pm.  
  

We’re excited to be offering Vacation Bible School again this year and have full registration.  If you 
still wish to volunteer or have questions, please contact Holly at hparker@stjamesverona.org or 845
-6922.  

At the preschool we are getting ready for next school year. Our 2 ½ year old class is 
full for the year and will meet on Mondays and Fridays. Our 3 year old class has 

two full classes with a wait list forming for a third class to open, at some point during the year, once we have enough in-
terested families. The 3 year old class will meet on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday each week. The Pre-K class has a 
couple spots open for VASD to fill. Pre-K meets each week on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. The teachers 
and I are excited for another school year to begin!  

mailto:hparker@stjamesverona.org


Join the Choir 

Looking for a fun place to spend an hour on Wednesday evenings? Join the choir! The St. James vocal choir will begin fall 
rehearsals on September 8. We rehearse on Wednesdays, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. As we begin rehearsals in the fall, we will 
physically distance in the sanctuary. High schoolers and adults of all ages are welcome! Put “CHOIR” on your fall calendar 
now.  We’d love to have you join us! Contact Paulette Spoon (spoonp@charter.net) if you are interested or have questions.  

Youth Handbell Choir 

We look forward to resuming the Youth Handbell Choir this fall. We meet on Sunday mornings at 10:45, usually three times 
per month. The tentative date to start handbell rehearsals will be September 26. Youth from 6th grade through high school 
are welcome. New and returning youth ringers are welcome. Bring a friend! We will require masks as we begin rehearsals in 
the fall and will update that plan as we proceed. Please email Paulette Spoon (spoonp@charter.net) if you are interested or 
have any questions.  

St. James Kids . . .Your Voices Are Needed 
St. James Youth Choir will begin rehearsal Sunday Sept. 26, 2021. 

After last year’s COVID experience and former singers moving on 
to junior high, singers entering grade one and older are needed.  
St. James Youth Choir plays a vital part in the congregational life of 
St. James and the choir’s success depends on attracting new young 
members like you. 

For the convenience of your parents our rehearsals begin 
immediately after Sunday School dismisses and lasts 35-40 minutes. 
We meet in the youth music room in the lower level of the church.  
Our goal is to sing at the beginning of the 8:30 service on the last 
Sunday of each month. As part of our rehearsal on the first Sunday 
of each month, the choir will sing while the offering is being 
collected at the 10:45 service. You will be dismissed immediately 
after that. 

As a retired public school elementary music teacher and grandma to 7, I love 
working with kids and helping them enjoy the fun of singing together.  No 
experience is needed, just a love of music.  I hope to see you on Sept. 26. 

Mrs. B 

A note to parents:  I am fully vaccinated and open to a discussion about mask wearing and social distancing. Please feel free 
to contact me with your concerns and questions.  

 
Nursery Staff Openings 

We are unsure of exactly when we will be able to open the nursery for parent/family support during Sunday worship, 
however we are interested in finding adult or teens who might be interested in staffing the nursery when it does open. If 
you enjoy children, and could use a little extra money, please let us know of your interest in serving in the nursery. 
Individuals should be 16 years or older and available Sunday mornings from 8:15 a.m. to noon, at least two Sundays per 
month. If you are interested, or have questions, please contact Paulette Spoon (spoonp@charter.net) or Michelle Lichty 
(845-6922). Thank you.  

Badger Prairie Needs Network 
 

We are not currently collecting food for the Food Pantry at St. James.  For other ways to support the Pantry, visit 
www.bpnn.org.  Curbside Pantry Hours:  Tuesday: 10 am-12 pm, Thursday: 11 am-6:30 pm, Friday: 10 am-12 pm, Saturday: 10 am
-12:30pm. 

Susan Bubolz 
 St James Youth Choir Director 
Suebubolz@gmail.com 
Text or call 608-558-6460 

mailto:spoonp@charter.net
mailto:spoonp@charter.net
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Dear St. James Members,  
 
The St. James Children, Youth & Family Committee (CYF) is 
gearing up for the 2021-2022 school year! We have been look-
ing at ways to engage youth and families at St. James post-
pandemic and have discovered we need a lot of help from our 
friends.  
We currently have gaps with staff, volunteers, and funding for 
youth programs. This is not an isolated problem at St. James, we 
are hearing this from organizations everywhere. But you can 
help us thrive! 
 
The CYF Committee will be sending out an email with more de-
tails about ways to serve. We encourage you to share your time, 
talent, and resources in a way that calls to you.  
 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God's grace in its various forms. - 1 Peter 4:10 
(NIV) 

 

If you do not receive an email by August 9th, please reach out to 
the church office to ensure your email address is updated in the 
system.  
 
Gratefully Yours,  
The St. James Children, Youth & Family Committee 



 Fall 2021 CYF Events  

Date Event Time 

   

 August  

8/2-8/5 Vacation Bible School  9am-12pm 

8/5 Vacation Bible School Family Celebration  5:30-6:30pm 

8/18 Campfire Worship 6:30 pm 

      

 September  

9/19 Teacher Commissioning 8:30 AM 

9/19 Sunday School & Confirmation Kickoff 9:30 AM 

9/26 Bible Presentations for 7th, 3rd & 3 year olds; 8:30 AM 

9/26 First Day of Class for Sunday School & Confirmation 9:40 AM 

   

 October  

10/20 Youth Group Kickoff 6:00-7:30pm 

10/27 Confirmation Dinner & Rehearsal 6:00-8:00pm 

10/31 Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism 10:45am 

      

 November  

11/17 Youth Group 6:00-7:30pm 

TBD High School Vid Group  TBD 

   

 December  

12/15 Youth Group Christmas Party 6:00-7:30pm 

12/18 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 10:00-11:00am 

12/19 Christmas Pageant   8:30am 

TBD High School Vid Group TBD 

   



Memorial Golf Bench Dedication 

On May 25, the St. James Golf League officially dedicated a bench located on the 10th Tee at Odana Hills Golf Course in 
memory of Stan Dingle and Doug Wahl.  Both were original members of the St. James golf league and are greatly missed.  
We hope all members and friends will pause to remember Stan and Doug when golfing the tenth hole at Odana Hills.   

Treasurer’s Update 

 

June 2021 
 
Year to Date Receipts     Actual        vs.     Budget                 Amount over (under) budget     
   
Offering Envelopes         $251,649              $260,000                               
Seeds Fund Transfer           70,962                   70,962 
Other Receipts                $  19,494                $ 19,055                
Total                                $342,105                $350,017              $(7,912)             (2.3%) 
 

 Year-to-Date Giving Statements were sent at the end of June.  If you did not receive yours, 
please contact the church office.  Thank you to our Members for their continued support of 
our Church. 

Semi-Annual 
Meeting 

Sunday, August 29 at 
10:00 am 
 

The purpose of this 
meeting is to elect 
m e m b e r s  t o  t h e 
Congregational Council.  
If you are interested in 
serving, please contact  
either of our Pastors. 



Lutheran World Relief Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the 
end of World War II, grounded in Lutheran theology and building on decades 
of experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles global poverty by helping people 
adapt to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods and well-being.  

Often, when natural disasters strike or when war drives families from their 
homes, our hearts ache with compassion, but we don’t know how to help. Making Lutheran World Relief Kits is a simple, 
fun and tangible way to offer comfort to those suffering and express love to our neighbors in need. 

LWR Kits are specifically designed to help people coping with poverty, disaster, conflict and more. Whether a kit helps 
someone to maintain good hygiene, care well for a newborn baby, keep education going during a crisis or learn a new 
vocation, LWR Kits provide dignity and hope in the direst situations. 

We are currently collecting... 

School supplies are currently being collected by the Mary Circle for Lutheran World Relief. Instruction sheets and the 
collection area are both located in the narthex of the church. Supplies will be collected thru Sept. 12, 2021. Office hours 
are Mondays 9:00 - 11:00 am and Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Question can be directed to Susan Bubolz.  
suebubolz@gmail.com 

Sarah Circle is currently collecting items to fill our baby layettes to be sent in September to Lutheran World Relief 
centers.  

There is a container in the church narthex for depositing, baby sleepers, sleep gowns, onesies, sweaters/ light jackets and 
head wear for sizes infant to 2 yrs.  Other items needed are receiving blankets, socks, t-shirts, cloth diapers, diaper pins, and 
bars of Ivory soap. Items can be in good used condition or purchased as new for donating. We urge all members and 
friends of St. James, to help make these layettes a reality for people in need. Thank you! 

Bethel & St. James Women’s Retreat – October 8 — 10, 2021 

 
The Enneagram: A Sacred Tool for Understanding Self and Others – Pastor Peter Narum 
 
The Enneagram is a powerful and insightful tool for self-discovery and spiritual transformation. At its core, the Enneagram 
helps us to see ourselves at a deeper, more objective level and as it identifies the filters these nine different personalities use 
to see the world around them. The Enneagram doesn’t put a label on who you are as much as it shows you how and where 
you’re stuck and offers strategies to live more openly and freely. The Enneagram teaching is rooted in the early church lead-
er’s struggle to find that “chief sin” that gets in the way of our relationship with God and others. The Enneagram can help 
you live with more understanding and compassion toward yourself and others. 

Join us for an exploration of the Enneagram with Pastor Peter Narum, a former pastor at Bethel and currently a pastor at 
St. James in Verona. You will learn about what motivates you to do what you do, feel what you feel, and think the way you 
think. As a bonus: meet women from a partner ELCA congregation. 

The Retreat will take place at Bethel Horizons, located on more than 548 acres bordering Governor Dodge State Park in 
Wisconsin. Bethel Horizons mission is to foster a better understanding of God, Self, Others and Nature. 

For more details, a tentative schedule or to register, visit https://www.bethel-madison.org/connect/events/womens-retreat-
oct-8-9/ 

Hope & Healing Service and Dinner 

Sunday, November 7 
The Hope and Healing service to be held on Sunday, November 7.  It will be at St. James with dinner first in the narthex, 
followed by a service and speaker in the sanctuary. All members and their families who are experiencing or have had any 
type of grief are welcome.   We would like to offer some comfort through this church service and the speaker who is  a 
grievance counselor from Agrace.   

Barbara Rasmussen, RN., Parish Nurse. 

https://www.bethel-madison.org/connect/events/womens-retreat-oct-8-9/
https://www.bethel-madison.org/connect/events/womens-retreat-oct-8-9/


Parish Notes 
427 South Main Street 

Verona, WI   53593-1492 

W e remember our members in our prayers, especially Audrey Huseth, 
Marilyn LeMoine, Monica Pechan, Lorlene Pulver, & Pat Strand.   

We also remember Ben (nephew of Sue Zimmer), Dustin 
Olmschenk (nephew of Nancy Steinemann), Sharon 
Schwinn (sister of Mary Moldenhauer) Dave Wolf (brother 
of Doug Wolf), and friends Susan Kennedy, Debbie 

Loughrin, Bucky Patterson, & Pat Stillwell. 

S acrament of Christian Baptism:  Penelope Ann Ciske, daughter of 
Benjamin & Rebecca (Yanke) Ciske on May 5, 2021; George Edward 

Moldenhauer, son of Brad & Christine (Sprague) Moldenhauer on May 
23, 2021; and Danielle Rene Londo on July 20, 2021. 

C hristian Sympathy is extended to the family of Lisa Harrison as they 
mourn the death of her father, Arden Georgeson, to the family of ?

John Volker, as they mourn the death of his sister, Barb Hanson, and to 
the family of Dick Bourie, as they mourn the death of his aunt.   

In Residence:  Four Winds - Zelma 
Danna; Noel Manor—Dutch & Dee 
Becker, Ellen & Lloyd Hornbacher, 
Lorena Gerbitz, Dale & Audrey Hagen, 
James Hatch, Dick Herfel, Audrey 
Kunstmann, Marilyn Le Moine, Chuck 
& Marilyn Roum, & Jim Schumann. 
Oakwood West — Lorine Kahl. Willow 
Pointe - Betty  Burgenske, Kay Hankins, 
and Charles Reuter.   

Serving in the Military: Evan Spoon and 
Bryan Tordoff. 
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If you have someone that you would like to add to this prayer list please email (office@stjamesverona.org) or call the 

church office (845-6922) or fill out a form which can be found at the Welcome Center at St. James. 


