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WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Saturday at 5:00 pm & Sunday at 8:30 & 10:45 am 

LIVESTREAM: Sunday at 8:30 am on our Website or YouTube Channel. 

  

December 2025 

Wednesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

       3:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Worship 

       5:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship* 

       7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

       11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
 

Thursday, December 25 
Christmas Day — No Services 

Saturday, December 27 
5:00 pm Worship 

Sunday, December 28 
9:00 am Worship 

 

*Livestream 

We welcome our new members! 
 

Dan and Krystal Bartkowiak, Dean and Savannah 

Kate Olson, Auura 

Michelle Johnsen 

Diane Maxwell 

Bryan and Lisette Venegas, Anthony and Ava 

Karen Bittrich 

Pastor Sarah Schilcher 

Installation Service 

 

January 24, 2026 

 

Please join us for the Installation Service of Pastor 

Sarah Schilcher, our new Lead Pastor, on Saturday, 

January 24, 2026 at the 5:00 pm service with Bishop 

Joy Mortensen-Wiebe of the ELCA South-Central 

Synod of Wisconsin presiding. A reception will take 

place immediately following the service. This will 

be the only installation service so we encourage you 

to attend. Pastor Sarah will officially be presiding 

over the Sunday services on January 25.  

- Karen Breitnauer, St. James Council President 



 

Children, Youth & Families 

Thank You  
Women of St. James 

 
A big thank you to the Women of St. James for putting 

the Word of God in our children’s hands. The time, en-

ergy and funds you generously give to help our children 

learn the stories of His love are greatly appreciated!  

Making Birthdays 

Brighter 

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to provide 

enough bags to help BPNN make birthdays brighter for 

91 area children! Your generous hearts are making a 

BIG impact. Thank you! 

Thank you to all who participated in and/or enjoyed the Christmas Pageant! 
It was truly a joyful morning!  



 

Children, Youth & Families 

Thank You CYF Volunteers! 

We have been blessed with many generous volunteers this fall and 

would like to take a moment to thank them. We are so grateful to 

each of the following volunteers: 

 

Sunday School - Diana Bhatoya, Brian Bradley, Nikki Bradley, Dan 

Bubolz, Brienne Carlson, Elizabeth Chizeck, Jillian Fose,  Landis 

Heitz, Tillie Heitz, Teresa Hoffman, Stefany Katzner, Michelle 

Klingbeil, Allie Murrow, Danielle Nelson, Lori Rudy, Barbra Thom-

as, Austin Wills, Kristin Wills, Cheryl Wilson, Rebecca Woolums. 

Confirmation - Karen Breitnauer, Laura Smith, Mark Smith, Nat 

Taft, Gretchen Cassidy  High School Mentorship Team & Youth 

Group - Lizzie Smith, Sophie Smith, Gabby Taft, Rebecca Woolums 

 

Join the fun!  Volunteers are essential in providing quality faith formation opportunities for our children and youth. As a 

volunteer you can help fill young hearts with the love and hope of Jesus...and in doing so, grow in your own faith as 

well!  Here are some ways you can receive, grow and give with us: 

 Sunday School - Lead or assist a story, craft or game station or supervise small groups as they rotate through sta-
tions. (1-2x/month)  

 Confirmation - Lead or assist classes on Sunday mornings (1-2x/month) 

 Youth Group - High schoolers are welcome to join the High School Mentorship Team, adults can donate food or 
supplies, or help supervise. 

 Mission Trips - Coordinate or help coordinate a trip! 

 Service Projects - If you have ideas or would like to lead a project, please let us know! 

 Have other ideas or gifts to share? Please reach out! 
 

To learn more or help, contact:  

Holly Parker, Director of Children & Family Ministry -  hparker@stjamesverona.org 

Laura Smith, Director of Confirmation Ministry - confirmation@stjamesverona.org  

Rebecca Woolums, Volunteer Youth Ministry Leader - youth@stjamesverona.org  

CONGRATS CONFIRMANDS 
of 2025! 

 
Congratulations to our newest Confirmands who 
celebrated their Affirmation of Baptism on October 
26, 2025! 
 
Pictured (L-R): Maxwell Kemnitz, Hayden Sween, 
Brandon Jacobson, Kallie Block, Oliver Eckmayer, 
Ainsley Toft, Pastor Jerry Buss, Tessa Wallace, 
Kendal Person, Mason Carlson, Ali Wineland, 
Alivia Rognstad, Libby Iserloth 

mailto:hparker@stjamesverona.org
mailto:confirmation@stjamesverona.org
mailto:youth@stjamesverona.org


 

Children, Youth & Families 

Sunday School Fall Highlights 

We’ve had a blast exploring Bible stories and our faith through hands-on adventures, crafts, games and more. We were 

also delighted to take part in a Worship Workshop and help plan, assist and lead worship on November 16th!  Here’s a 

glance:  



Congregational Life 

Make a Year-End Gift Today 

Your gifts make a difference! Offerings to St. James 

Lutheran Church allow us to bring the good news of 

Jesus Christ to our neighborhood and beyond. We 

are gifted with a loving community, a committed 

staff, and so many who share their time and love 

with others. Our hope and prayer is to grow our min-

istries of worship, education, service, fellowship, and 

care. We invite you to make a special year-end gift 

today. 

  Ways to Give: 
 

• Visit stjamesverona.org, and click “Give Online”  
 in the top right corner. 

• Drop off or mail to the church. 

• Use the outside drop box at the left of the main 
entrance. 

 

Please note: For your gift to count toward your 2025 

charitable contributions, your gift must be dated, 

postmarked, or received by December 31.  

Last Call for Grow One Percent 

Stewardship Forms 

Thanks to everyone that sent in their Grow One Percent 

form. If needed, extra forms are available at the Wel-

come Center or you can access the form online at 

stjamesverona.org > Stewardship. You can mail the 

form or use the outside drop box or offering plate. This 

helps us plan for the upcoming fiscal year. Thank you! 

Preschool Playground Collection 

Please join the 5th and 6th graders (Club Con-
nect) in collecting donations for the Preschool 
playground toys.  

There is a collection box at the Welcome Cen-
ter. 

Looking for a fun way to kick off the new year? The St. James youth and families are invited to join the January Family 

Bible Challenge as we journey together through Matthew’s Gospel. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to grow in faith at home together as your family reads God’s Word, has meaningful con-

versations, answers fun questions, and participates in a couple of fun puzzle and coloring activities. Whether you’re 

brand new to reading the Bible or continuing the adventure from October, you’re welcome to join in the fun as we step 

into a new book of the Bible! Please email Rebecca at youth@stjamesverona.org to register. 



Congregational Life 

Eucharistic Ministers at St. James 
 

Twelves members of St. James were recently trained to 

be Eucharistic Ministers.  These are people who, once a 

month, take the bread and wine from the worship ser-

vice out to people who could not be present, most often 

due to health reasons.  Usually the visits are made on 

Sunday afternoon or on Monday to keep a close con-

nection to the worship of the whole congregation, re-

minding people that they are part of our gathering, even 

if they cannot be present.   
 

Eucharist is the earliest name for Holy Communion.  

When Jesus was at the Last Supper with his disciples, 

the gospels say that he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it to them to drink.  The Greek word for “give 

thanks” is Eucharist. 
 

Our Eucharsistic Ministers are:  Mary Volker, Chris 

Nass, Dan Bubolz, Sue Bubolz, Michelle Lichty, Sue 

Zimmer, Dee Baldock, Carolyn Doerfer, Zeena Engel-

ke, Renata Henry, Rhonda Chalone and Paulette 

Spoon.  They join Barbara Rasmussen, parish nurse, 

who has been a Eucharistic Minister for a number of 

years. 
 

If you are aware of a member of St. James who is no 
longer able to attend worship, please let Barbara know, 
and she can see if the person would like to receive 
communion at home.  This ministry is also available on 
a short-term basis, if someone is recuperating at home 
after a surgery or illness.  A Eucharistic Minister can 
bring them communion until they are once again able 
to attend worship.   

2026 Winter Book Study by our Synod's 
Care for Creation Ministry Team 

 
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin's Care for Creation 
team is offering its 2026 online winter Zoom book 
study every Thursday from 6:30 to 7:45 pm, January 8 
through February 5. Together we’ll explore the 
book, Stewards of Eden: What Scripture Says About the 
Environment and Why It Matters by Sandra Richter, in 
which the author provides insights into ancient Israelite 
society that allow us to connect with their wisdom to-
day. Biblical sections about caring for land, animals 
and people on the margins are clearly presented along 
with practical suggestions on how to be responsive in 
caring for creation. Richter is known as a lively Bible 
teacher and is a member of the Committee for Biblical 
Translation of the NIV. To participate in the 2026 Syn-
od Book Study, please email Associate to the Bishop 
for Candidacy and Community, Jen Christenson, 
at jenc@scsw-elca.org. 

mailto:jenc@scsw-elca.org


ST. JAMES STAFF 

Jerry Buss, Interim Pastor  608-845-6922 ext. 227 
Karen Kaehr   Parish Administrator 
Renata Henry   Office Assistant 
Susan Zimmer   Administrative Assistant 
Kari Fitzgerald & Sue Zernicke Card Ministry 
Holly Parker   Dir. Children & Family Ministries 
Laura Smith   Director of Confirmation 
Paulette Spoon   Adult Choir & Handbell Choir 
Susan Bubolz   Youth Choir Director 
Rhonda Chalone, Don DeBruin, Accompanists 
Carol Murphy 
Barbara Rasmussen, R.N.  Parish Nurse/Visitation Coord. 
Heather Pearl   Director of St. James Preschool 
Allie Murrow   St. James Preschool Staff 
Holly Parker 
Zach Pearl 
Nicole Sudhoff  
Kristin Wills  

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Karen Breitnauer, President  608-209-3035 
Rob Frederick, Vice President  608-280-1470 
Susan Martin-Zernicke, Secretary  608-246-2025 
Kim Feller, Treasurer   608-206-4562 
Dennis Beres    608-845-9305 
Christine Kemnitz   608-886-6363 
Julie Murphy    608-345-8533 
Mark Smith    608-214-2212 

Mary Moldenhauer   608-279-1802
   
   

 

From Pastor Jerry 

The Shared Ministry of Pastor and People 

Multiple choice question: Who does the ministry of St. James belong to?   

Choice A:  The pastor 
Choice B:  The people 
Choice C:  Both pastor and people 

Of course the ministry belongs to God, but it has been entrusted to…are you ready…Both the pastor and people of the 
congregation. The official name for this SHARED ministry is “Mutual Ministry.” It embodies the Reformation teaching 
of the Priesthood of All Believers or the Ministry of All the Baptized. Through baptism we regard each person as called 
to use their God given gifts for ministry. 

We practice mutual ministry in many ways, and often without knowing it. There is no way everything can be done by the 
pastor, even if you add in the other wonderful staff of the congregation, and it’s unlikely that it could all be done by the 
people of the congregation without a pastor. It takes both, working in partnership. 

Recently 12 members of St. James were trained to be Eucharistic Ministers. Once per month, they will take the bread 
and wine from our worship out to people who are unable to attend, often due to health issues. 

Someone might say that taking communion to people is the pastor’s job. There are over 20 people who would like the 
bread and wine brought to them. Yes, the pastor will celebrate communion with them at times like Christmas and Easter.  
But on a month-to-month basis, this is far more than any pastor can manage. To take the elements to the homes of mem-
bers is just like passing out the bread or holding the tray during worship. 

There are many more examples of shared ministry: pastor and people work together to provide education ministry in the 
congregation. Maybe most profoundly, mutual ministry can be seen in the pastor preaching God’s word in order to shape 
a people who live out faith in their everyday lives in the world. There is no way the pastor can be present in all the places 
where church members go in their work life, home life, as neighbors and more. In those places, the members are the 
ministers. 

The ELCA asks its congregations to consider having what is called a Mutual Ministry Committee or Team. Pastor Sarah 
had such a team at her Montana churches and looks forward to having one here. There are many ways a Mutual Ministry 
team can help the congregation grow in its awareness that this ministry we have from God is something we share. It’s 
always a balancing act, to be worked out with care and respect. But this approach is deeply important to a full flourishing 
of the ministry at St. James. 

I feel so much gratitude toward all of you as you have bid a farewell to me.  The reception on Sunday, December 7th was 
wonderful.  And, I so appreciated all the good wishes and gifts in the cards that so many of you gave.   

Thank you! God's peace and blessings. 
— Jerry Buss 
Interim Pastor (till the end of 2025) 



 

Congregational Life 

St. James is one of the Verona locations for American Red Cross Blood Drives with the Preschool Activities Room as a 
great space for this community event. Please mark your calendar for the next blood drive on Saturday, January 17th from 
8:00 am – 12:00 pm and schedule an appointment to donate blood by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or  
visit RedCrossBlood.org. This is a great way to help others at no cost to you, and it takes less than an hour of your time. 
Chloe Circle hosts the blood drives here at St. James and home-baked treats along with other snacks are available. In 
addition, Chloe Circle is offering childcare supervision in a preschool classroom, so this is also an opportunity for fami-
lies with young children to participate.  Special Note: Please enter  through the Preschool doors to the north of the 
usual entrance to the church. The Blood Drive is held in the Activities Room located inside the Preschool entrance. We 
appreciate your participation! 

February 7, 2025 

Brookfield, WI 
 

Registration is now open for the 2026 No Regrets 

Men's Conference at Elmbrook Church in 

Brookfield, WI. This years theme is Surrender! I 

have attended this conference for several years and 

each time I am amazed at how much I gain from the 

experience. Last year was a record in attendance 

both at Elmbrook and on-line around the world. It 

is an amazing day full of worship, lectures, praying 

and fellowship with other men. Please consider at-

tending in person this year for a life changing expe-

rience. Let me know if you have any questions. 

- Rob Frederick, rdrckr@chorus.net, 608-280-1470 

Men’s Group 

The Men’s group meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 6:00 pm 
at Paddy Mac’s in Verona. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 
each month at 9:30 am. All are 
welcome to join! 

Quilting Group 

The Quilters meet the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of each month at 9:00 
am. Interested members are invited 
to attend. 

Women’s Retreat 2026! 

The St. James Women's Retreat for 2026 will be held 

March 7-8, 2026 at Holy Wisdom Monastery. Stay tuned 

for details and plan to join us! 

THANK YOU! 

The Ottman Family Christmas Tree Farm has donated 

the two trees for our outside decorations on Main Street. 

You can go to their tree farm in Belleville to cut your 

own or buy one of their trees at the St. Andrews parking 

lot. Thank you! 



              From the Parish Nurse          Congregational Life 

Seasons for Thankfulness and Gratitude 

“….give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus…” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

November and December include All Saints Day, Vet-

erans Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. All of these 

are to remind us to be thankful for specific blessings—

and all blessings.  

First, I want to thank all the participants and volunteers 

that assisted to make our annual Hope and Healing 

Dinner and Service such a meaningful and comforting 

experience for our guests. 

The holidays bring back so many memories. Those of 

us who have lost loved ones, we grieve, but also give 

thanks to God for the blessings that person experienced 

in life; the blessings the person was in our life, and the 

blessings we have knowing they are in heaven with our 

Lord. 

In this season, you commonly hear, “I Want”!! We 

need to cultivate an attitude of gratitude!!  We need to 

fix our focus beyond the temporary challenges of this 

earthly life. Cultivating this attitude in our life takes 

intentionality and that takes prayer and action. (Psalm 

100:4) provides evidence that Gratitude is Powerful!  

Giving to others this season doesn’t have to cost mon-
ey. Give of yourself. Time and skills will be much ap-
preciated. Others will be Thankful and you can have 
the Attitude of Gratitude in knowing you were there for 
them. 

God Bless You, 

— Barbara J. Rasmussen, RN. CPN. 

Blood Pressure Checks 

Blood pressure checks will be 
held in the church office on 
January 11 and February 8 af-
ter the 8:30 am service.  All are 
welcome! 

Join us for Trivia Night every 
Thursday at Ten Pin Alley at 6:30 
pm. We have so much fun and 
hope you will join us! For ques-
tions, contact our Parish Nurse, 
Barbara Rasmussen at               
brasmussen@stjamesverona.org. 

Plastic Waste Recycling Bin 

Plastic Bags Only 

We are collecting plastic waste as part of a Sunday 

school youth NexTrex Recycling Challenge. Please 

bring in your plastic bags and/or plastic films such as 

salt bags, shopping bags, and bubble wrap. All plastic 

must be clean, dry, and free of food residue.  

For a complete list of recyclable items, visit nex-

trex.com > Nextrex Recycling Challenge Program.  

Place your items in the bin at the church entrance by 

the elevator or the lower level youth lounge.  

Please note that this does not include plastic contain-

ers. Thank you! 

THANK YOU 

The Women of St. James Board extends a big THANK 

YOU to our St. James church family for the outpouring 

of support in making this year’s bake sale and luncheon 

event a SUPER success. We are very grateful for all the 

bake sale items that were donated along with the at-

tendance at the luncheon. The event raised a record 

high of over $5,000 and with the additional Thrivent 

donation that comes from members who invest in 

Thrivent of $1,000, a total of $6,000 is available for 

2026 to support the Women of St. James mission of 

providing funding to church and community programs 

that benefit women, children, and families. 



Thank You: 

Thank you to everyone who purchased a Bucky Book to support the Preschool! We appreciate your support! 
 
2026-2027 Preschool Registration: 

Planning for the 2026-2027 school year has begun. We offer classes for 2 year olds, 3 year olds, and host the Verona 
Area School District Pre-K program (4 year olds). If you are a church member and are at all interested in enrolling your 
child in our preschool, you need to reach out to me. You will get a spot on our legacy list before new families start enrol-
ling in February. Please email Heather at sjp@stjamesverona.org or call 608-845-6922. 
 

Preschool Happenings: 

mailto:sjp@stjamesverona.org


 

Financial Update 

2025 Budget Update 

St. James Lutheran Church Operating Budget Update thru November 30, 2025: 
  Nov YTD Nov YTD Favorable/      Nov YTD Favorable/ 
  2025  2025  (Unfavorable)      2024  (Unfavorable) 
  Actual  Budget  Variance      %      Actual Variance       % 
YTD Receipts $612,379 $638,891 ($26,512)  -4.15%    $579,373     $33,006 +5.7% 

YTD Expenses $659,719 $674,192  $14,473    +2.15%   $615,473    ($44,246)  -7.2% 

YTD Net (Loss) ($47,340) ($35,301) ($12,039)         ($36,100)     ($11,240) 

Current State 
The financials show that we are behind budget overall by ($12,039) on a net basis through November. This also shows that our giv-
ing is running behind budget by -4.15% through November but that lower than budgeted expenses of +2.15% have helped to offset 
about half of the giving shortfall. 
 

In comparison to the prior year, we can see that although our giving is higher than the prior year by +5.7%, higher expenses than the 
prior year exceed that increase in giving and thus shows we are unfavorable on a net basis to the prior YTD November by ($11,240). 
 

Future State 
The church year giving historical trends show significantly higher giving levels in December to close out the year. This occurs as we 
enter the holiday season, for year-end tax deductions, and other personal reasons.  December is a very important giving month in the 
St. James church year, and this year is no different as your generous contributions will fulfill a balanced budget to support the mis-
sion and vision here at St. James for 2025. Thank you very much for your support and if possible, please consider increasing your 
church offering this month to end the year strong. The graph below shows the significantly higher giving levels for December: 

The graph above illustrates the following contributions to finish the year 2025: 
General Fund Offering  2025 Actual 2025 Budget 2024 Actual 
September   $37,427  $42,000  $  36,938 
October    $34,389  $44,000  $  52,341  
November   $43,999  $49,000  $  42,969 
December     $82,000  $100,720 
 

As you can see, for November and December combined, the budgeted offerings are $45,000 higher than the September and October 
total. This lines up with the historical giving pattern for our congregation as last year the November and December combined offer-
ings totaled $143,000, which was $54,000 higher giving than September and October last year. Increased giving in December is very 
important to live out our strong mission. 
 

In fact, our December offerings this year must exceed $90,000 to end the year in the positive. Last year, we achieved giving of 
$100,000 so it can be done. Please give early and often! This is especially important as we welcome Pastor Sarah to St. James in Jan-
uary and for next year’s budget as we look ahead to 2026.  
 

Once again, please prayerfully consider your charitable giving to St. James in support of your ministries and for all that we Receive, 
Grow, and Give to and for one another. St. James accepts your gifts on-line by credit/debit card, checks, cash, direct EFT transfers 
for tax-free giving of RMD distributions, and whatever other form you choose for year-end tax planning and gifts from your heart. 
THANK YOU! 
 

With God’s Grace and Joy, 
 

— Kim Feller, Treasurer 



PARISH NOTES 
427 South Main Street 

Verona, WI   53593-1492 

W e remember our members in our prayers, especially, Rodger 
Stampfli, JoAnn Zingg, Dick Dignan, Julie Umhoefer, Dale Hagen, 

Brienne Carlson, Delona Allers, Ruth Erstad, John Gallagher, Don Zelle, 
Vince Weiland, Chuck Roum, Loretta Docken, Ed, Ben, 
Bruce, Dan, Mark, Monica Pechan, Jay Wilson, Orin and Pat 
Strand, Barney Marquardt and Larry Yeske. 

We also remember Bruce (brother of Karen Wolf), Larry 
Hamm (father of Christine Kemnitz), Marty Pulver (brother of Renata 
Henry), Archer Yob (great-nephew of Renata Henry), Marsha Zahasky 
(sister of Mary Walker), Lori Deegan (mother of Bryan Deegan), Deanne & 
Holly Marie (daughters of Charles and Gloria Widish), Greta Grittinger-
Odders (sister-in-law of Elizabeth Odders-White) Don Erstad (brother of 
Marilyn Maurer), John Becker (Step-dad of Jenna Piche’) and Rose Zahorik 
(mother of Jesi Wang), Rodger Stamfli (father of Jason Stampfli) and 
friends, Dierdre, Sam, Ina, Camille, Sally and Tom, and Susan Kennedy. 

S acrament of Christian Baptism: Savannah Bartkowiak, daughter of 
Daniel Krystal Bartkowiak and Krystal Bartkowiak, and Max 

Wenninger, son of Todd Wenninger and Daisy Christian. 

C hristian Sympathy is extended to the families of Mary Sprague, John 
Scharer and Helen Granquist and to the families and friends of Bucky 

Bogdanow and Gary Behr as they mourn 
their deaths.  

Noel Manor — Dick and Helen Dignan, 
Candy Nerge. Dale Hagen, Lloyd 
Hornbacher, Carol and Jim Path, Chuck 
and Marilyn Roum, Jim Schumann, Don 
Zelle, Bob Lind and Audrey Huseth—The 
Legacy.  

Charter Senior Living — Charles and 
Gloria Widish.  

Azura — Peggy Papenfus, Bruce Glassrud.  

Serving in the Military: Gavin Bazala, 
Wyatt Breitnauer, Bryan and Hannah 
Tordoff, Evan Spoon, Jake Storch, Cyrus 
Pechan, Jenn Parchem, Gavin Batker, 
Summit Wild, Reed Matz and Quinn 
Muderlak. 

Serving in the Peace Corps: Shelby 
Breitnauer. 
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If you have someone that you would like to add to this prayer list please email (office@stjamesverona.org) or call the 

church office (845-6922) or fill out a form which can be found at the Welcome Center at St. James. 


